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WEEK 1 
 

Mon 16th – 22nd Apr 
 
Thurs Year 6 Visit to 

HSC 
 
Fri Assembly – 

Induction of Term 
2 Leaders 

 
 

WEEK 2 
 

Mon 23rd – 29th Apr 
 

Mon Cumberland 
Cross Country 

 
 Fete and P&F 

Meeting 6.30pm 
 
Tues Assembly Year 6R 

Anzac Day Liturgy 
 
 Board Meeting 

7.00pm 
 
Wed ANZAC DAY 
 Public Holiday 
 
Thurs Year 6 Information 

Evening at HSC 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
   
 

 

 
 
 

   
 
 

Newsletter No: 1               Wednesday, 18th April, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

WELCOME BACK 
 
Welcome back to Term Two. I hope you have all had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday and a happy 
Easter.  I always enjoy spending quality time with my family during the holidays, being able to relax, 
and not rush around in the mornings making lunches and getting kids ready to be out the door for 
work on time.  
 
Term Two looks to be another busy term with lots of events happening including events such as 
ANZAC Day, Cross Country, Athletics Carnival, Term 2 Disco, Life Education Van Visit, NAPLAN 
Testing for Years 3 & 5, MacDonald Maths and ICAS Competitions, Opening and Blessing of our 
Administration refurbishments and CEO Northern Offices. It is important in the ‘busyness’ of the term 
that we remember to slow down and take time to just ‘be’. Take time out for yourself – laugh, smile, 
relax, do things you enjoy, pray, meditate, listen and learn. 
 
Today we have just held our Cross Country Carnival which was a success. Thanks to Mrs Scott for 
organising this event. The children did a wonderful job participating and having-a-go. Thanks to all 
the parents and grandparents who were able to come and watch the children compete. A number of 
our students will now be competing at the Cumberland Trials next Monday 23rd April at Bucasia 
State School. We wish   those children competing the best of luck. 
 

    



 
 

 

OSHC COORDINATOR 
 

 
We have appointed a new OSHC Coordinator – Donna Raison who 
will commence in this role on 14th May – Week 5. We look forward to 
welcoming Donna to our school community. 
 
 

FAREWELL 
 
On a sadder note, Tony Shambrook our groundsman will be retiring 
from his position as of next Friday. We thank Tony for his hard work 
and commitment over the past 5 years and wish him well in his 
retirement. This position has now been advertised. Application 
packages can be collected from the school office or via our website 
www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au 
. 
 

WELCOME 

 
This week we welcome three new students and their families to 
MacKillop. On behalf of the school community, I welcome Isabelle 
Frost (Year 4M), Alex Frost (Year 6PG) and Chanel Prentice (Year 
5K).  It is wonderful to have you at MacKillop. 
 

 
 

TOILETS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 
 
A reminder to parents that student toilets are for use by students 
only. No adult should be entering these toilets. Adults are able to 
use the disabled toilet located near the Year 6 classrooms. If these 
are not unlocked please see the office staff for a key. This is an 
important aspect of our Student Protection Policy across our 
Diocese.  
 
A reminder that our Student Protection Officers are Mrs Blakey, Mrs 
Cundell, Mrs Privett and Katrina Dunn (Counsellor). 
 
 

CHILDREN ARRIVING LATE AND LEAVING EARLY 
 

I noticed last term that there were a number of students arriving late 
(after 8.40am) and leaving early (from 2.30pm). Can I ask that you 
please ensure your children arrive at school on time and leave at the 
end of the day at 3.00pm. Arriving late and leaving early causes 
great disruption to your child, the other children in the class and the 
teacher and they miss important routines that occur at these times 
of day. Thank you for your support with this matter.  

 

TERM TWO CALENDAR 
 
Term Two Calendar will be attached to next week’s newsletter which 
will outline the dates of events and happenings for this term. Please 
remember to also check the ‘Coming Events’ section in the 
newsletter for other dates that may be added as the term 
progresses. 

 

SCHOOL LEADERS 
 

Congratulations to our two new School Leaders for Term Two – Sky 
Neal and Blake Defend. These students will have their induction 
ceremony on Friday morning at Assembly. Thank you to Hayley 
O’Neill and Ben Devitt for the fabulous job they have done as school 
leaders in Term One and the great role models they have been. 
Both children have set a good example to their peers and have 
served the community in their leadership duties well.  
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
 

As we start a new term, I would greatly appreciate it if you could 
ensure that you send your child to school with the correct uniform. 
Children not wearing the correct uniform are required to bring a note 
from their parents. All articles of clothing including hats should be 
marked clearly with the child’s name. The wearing of uniforms to 
school does bring a lot of potential benefits to students which 
include: 
 

 Promotes school safety as students are easily identified 

 Promote school spirit 

 Improves discipline as children are proud of their school 
and themselves 

 Helps reduce peer pressure arising from dress concerns 

 Promotes equality and lessens socio-economical barriers 
and 

 Reduces the pressure for students to wear expensive 
brands and consequently remove envy and status based 
on clothes. 
 

With the change of cooler mornings to come it is a timely reminder 
to ensure your child’s jumper still fits and is in good condition. Girls 
can wear navy tights under their dresses rather than track suit 
pants. 
 
A reminder that the only shoes that should be worn are ALL black 
leather joggers (no other colours.  

ANZAC DAY PARADE 

 
ANZAC day is next Wednesday 25th April and I am sure that we will 
again have many students and staff attend the main parade.  Please 
note that students are to assemble at 8:00am sharp at the new 
assembly area, The Dome carpark (behind the Dudley Denny 
Library.  See the parade map below).  Please look for our school 
flag when you arrive.  At 8:35am, the students will march to the town 
cenotaph in Jubilee Park, Alfred Street where they can be 
collected.  Families are most welcome to stay with their child for the 
service. More information can be found at the ANZAC Day 
Connecting Mackay page: 
https://www.connectingmackay.com.au/anzac-day-morning-parade 

Please see the map below with the new route marked out.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P&F ASSOCIATION MEETING 

 

Our next P&F Meeting will be held next Monday Tuesday 23rd April. 
Prior to this meeting we will have our Fete Meeting at 6.30pm in the 
library. We would love to see you there. 

 

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.connectingmackay.com.au/anzac-day-morning-parade


PRAYERS 

 Please remember in your prayers anyone who is 

sick within our community.  
 
 We pray for God’s healing.  
 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2019 
 
Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2019 school 
year. If you have a child due to commence Prep next year born 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014 please complete an 
enrolment form available from the school office or download from 
the school’s website. Enrolments for Years 1—6 are also currently 
being taken for 2019. When returning the enrolment form, please 
ensure there is a certified copy of your child’s birth certificate, 

baptismal certificate & immunisation records. It is essential that we 
have our current families accounted for so that we know the number 
of places available for new families. 
 
We need to sight the original birth certificate or have a certified 
copy please. 
 

 
ANXIETY WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS 

 
Fearful and anxious behaviour is common in children. Most children 
learn to cope with a range of normal fears and worries. However, 
extra help may be needed when:  

 children feel anxious more than other children of their age and 
level 

 anxiety stops them participating in activities at school or 
socially  

 anxiety interferes with their ability to do things that other 
children their age do easily  

 the fears and worries seem out of proportion to the issues in 
their life 

 
An Australian Government survey found 6.9% of children aged 4 to 
17 years have a clinical anxiety disorder (The Mental Health of 
Children and Adolescents, 2015); and approximately ¼ of the 
students accessing our school counselling service are referred for 
anxiety symptoms.  It is a common issue facing our children and 
families.   
 
Parents interested in learning more about anxiety – what it is, how it 
is diagnosed, how it is treated – will be able to attend a workshop 
put together by the School Counsellors working across the Catholic 
Primary’s in the Mackay region.   
 
The workshop will be held on Thursday 3rd May at St Francis 
school at 5.45pm.  Bookings are essential as refreshments will 
be provided.    

 
Please contact Kat Dunn, School Counsellor, by email 
(Katrina_dunn@rok.catholic.edu.au) for more information or to 
confirm your attendance.    
 
 
 

TRIPLE P PARENTING SEMINAR – SAVE THE DATE 

 
It is extremely rewarding and enjoyable being a parent, but it is not 
always easy. It can be demanding, frustrating and exhausting. The 
challenge for parents is to raise healthy, well-adjusted children in a 
loving, predictable environment. The Triple P Positive Parenting 
Program aims to support parents to do just that, and to deal with day 
to day challenges that all parents face.  
 
On Monday 21st of May, there is going to be a Triple P Seminar 
held at St Francis Catholic Primary School. This seminar is open to 
all MacKillop parents. More information will be provided through the 
newsletter closer to the date.  
 
If you have any immediate concerns, I can assist you in a one-to-
one format to develop plans to manage behavioural issues (e.g. 
tantrums, fighting, sharing, swearing etc) and skill development 

issues (e.g. staying in bed at night, eating independently, toilet 
training, etc). If you would like to make an appointment to discuss 
your child in more detail please contact me by email 
(Katrina_dunn@rok.catholic.edu.au).  Thank you, Kat Dunn, School 
Counsellor 
 
 
 

TRIPLE P PARENTING SUPPORT TO SUIT YOUR 
FAMILY! 

 
Parents and carers all have different needs, which is why Triple P 
offers many different ways to get free positive parenting help!  

 For in person, one-on-one and group support you can 
search the map or contact your local child health service. 
Or phone 13 HEALTH (13 43 25 84) 7 days a week 
6.30am-11pm to be connected with your local child health 
service. 

 For phone support call Parentline on 1300 30 1300 7 days 
a week 8am-10pm, and ask to talk to a Triple P provider. 

 To attend a seminar search the calendar or do the online 
program. 

Visit www.triplep-parenting.net 

 

 
Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

mailto:Katrina_dunn@rok.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Katrina_dunn@rok.catholic.edu.au
http://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/find-a-provider/
http://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/speak-with-your-local-child-health-service/
http://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/phone-parentline/
search%20the%20calendar
http://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/triple-p-online/
http://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/triple-p-online/
http://www.triplep-parenting.net/
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://media.worldbulletin.net/news/2014/05/05/prayer-religion.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&h=480&w=640&tbnid=w0fcwbzBWDf6cM:&zoom=1&docid=tq7hNmXk0nXhCM&ei=UdL-VPnrHoT58QXciYLgAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CE4QMygWMBY


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Mary Magdalene and the other Mary … ran 
to announce the news to his disciples.  And 
behold, Jesus met them on their way and 
greeted them. They approached, embraced 
his feet, and did him homage.  Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid.  Go tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will 
see me.”  (Mt 28:8-15)   

These two women are sent by Jesus to tell the good news to the 
other disciples.  If Jesus wants to meet the disciples in Galilee, why 
doesn’t he go and tell them himself?  Because the risen Christ acts 
through others.  His appearances weren’t favours to selected 
individuals.  He manifested himself in order to send the newborn 
Church on its mission.  In today’s passage, I see him send Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary on a mission.  Notice that Jesus 
refers to the other disciples as “my brothers.”  He had done this 
during his ministry, but that was before they had failed miserably 
and abandoned him in Gethsemane.  But the Lord came for sinners.  
He mercifully restores them to full discipleship by referring to them 
again as “my brothers.”  They are forgiven. 

These are the beginnings of the Church.  At its roots there is a 
sense of mission – passing on the good news … and a sense of 
forgiveness. 

Those are two traits I must never lose.  But along the way there 
have been times when one or the other is weaker or stronger.  
Which is needed in our time?  In my life?     (Adapted from ‘The 
Little White Book’, Diocese if Saginaw) 

We continue to celebrate and remember the joy of the Risen Jesus 
throughout the Easter season.   
The Season of Easter began on Easter Sunday with the 
Resurrection of Jesus and continues for 7 weeks, including the 
Ascension of Jesus into Heaven; concluding on Pentecost Sunday 
with the remembrance of the coming of the Holy Spirit to the first 
disciples.   
May we all experience God’s presence in our lives during this time. 
 
WELCOME BACK!     

 
Congratulations to our new school leaders for Term 2 – Sky Neal 

and Blake Defend – who will formally be inducted at Assembly this 
Friday. 
 
ANZAC DAY 
 

MacKillop children are invited to show their 
respect for those who ‘fought’ for the 
freedom we enjoy in our country today by 
taking part in the upcoming Anzac Day 
March.   

A separate permission letter has been sent home with students. 
 
On Tuesday morning we commemorate Anzac Day here at 
MacKillop.  Year 6R will lead us in a prayerful and reverent 
remembrance of Anzac Day – All Welcome!     

 
 

 MACKILLOP LED FIRST FRIDAY MASS 4th May 9:30am 
 

St. Joseph’s Church 

Children from 6PG will lead us in worship Friday May 4th at our 

combined school Mass.  All Welcome! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL  DATES! 
 

Rite of Enrolment - Eucharist - Parish Masses 21st /22nd April 

 

Family Workshop - Sunday 29th April 10am OR Wednesday 2nd 

May 7pm – St Joseph’s Church. 

 

Family Preparation Day - 2pm Sunday 27th May Sacramental 

Interviews – 4th, 5th, 6th June. 

 

Confirmation Practice – Friday 15th June 3:30pm 

Confirmation Ceremony – Parish Masses 16th/17th June 

First Communion Practice – Friday 20th July 3:30pm 

First Communion Celebration - Parish Masses 21st/22nd July 

 
Please pray for all those who continue their 

preparation for the Sacraments. 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 

 
 
              Apr 16 Michelangelo Edwards 
  18 Tiaan Slattery 
  18 Ava Woods 
  20 Haden McLachlan 
   
 
 

 
 

 

 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 



MACKILLOP’S SPORTING STAR 
   

 
Congratulations to the following student for their 
wonderful sporting achievement We are super 

proud of you!  

During the holidays, Lily McGuiness competed at Yeppoon in the 
Junior Age Division Golf Championships and won the 6 and under 
girls division. She has now been invited to play for the Australian 
team in the USA this July. What a wonderful achievement Lily. We 
are so proud of you. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Issue 3 Book Club order forms were handed out to students today.  
Closing date for this Issue is Thursday 3rd May, 2018. 
 

With every purchase from the Scholastic Book Club Catalogues our 
school receives 20% in Scholastic Rewards from all book club sales.  
We then can use the rewards to purchase books and resources 
throughout the year for all the students of MacKillop.  
 
I hope you all enjoy browsing through the new Scholastic Book Club 
Catalogue and thank you for your support. 
 

 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Marie Schembri  
Library Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

FETE MEETING 
 

Our next Fete meeting will be held on Monday 23rd of April starting  
at 6.30pm in the library prior to the P&F Meeting. All class 
coordinators are encouraged to attend to discuss stall allocations for 
each year level. All welcome to attend 
 
 

P&F MEETING 
 

Our next P & F Meeting will be held on Monday 23rd April at 7.00pm 
in the library. Kids are welcome to attend. 
 

CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete this 
year.  If you wish to make a donation please drop off at the office. If 
you own a business this may be a great way to promote it. 
 
 

FAMILY PHOTO FUNDRAISER 
 
Our family photo fundraiser has been booked for Sunday 13th May.  Photos 
are $20 and include a free keying. No generation rule, open to everyone not 
just our families. 
 
Please contact Justine Harriott on 0431525904 to book your spot or book 
online at www.trybooking.com/364478 What a great way to commemorate 
Mother’s Day. 
 

MACKILLOP SUPPORTER SHIRTS 
 
We will be placing another order for supporter shirts. If you would like to 
order a shirt please fill out the attached from in today's newsletter and return 
with your money to the office. 
 
These are available in men’s and women’s sizes and are $35 each. Orders 
close on 27th April 2018. 
 

 
DATE CLAIMERS 

Fete Meeting/P&F Meeting – Monday 23rd April -  6:30pm 
Family Photo Fundraiser – Sunday 13th May 
Disco – Friday 18th May 
Pizza Meal Day – Monday 28th May 
 
If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a suggestion 
form available in the office and pop it into the red box.  Alternatively 
you can email your suggestions to secretarymackillop@gmail.com  
Remember to check out the MacKillop P & F page on the website where 
you can find our contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   
http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 
Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 20/4 Ashleigh Lindner 
  Tui Eddison 
  
   Wed 25/4 ANZAC DAY – NO TUCKSHOP 
 

TUCKSHOP HELPERS - PLEASE WEAR CLOSED IN 
SHOES 

 
If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 

contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 
 

http://www.trybooking.com/364478
mailto:secretarymackillop@gmail.com


 

 
APRIL SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 

 

Hotdogs $3.00 each 
With cheese & sauce extra 30c 

 

 
 
Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently available in 

the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on 

 the bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 

 

 

 

 

Sports for Schools Vouchers 
 

Please return any vouchers you may have to the 
school ASAP so that we can get them sent away to 

be counted. 
 

 

 
 



MACKILLOP SUPPORTER SHIRTS 

 
We are hoping to place another order for Volunteer Shirts this year for parents to purchase. These can be worn when you volunteer 
or attend school events and functions. These shirts are the same design as our MacKillop sporting teams. The cost of the shirts are 
$35. If you wish to purchase a MacKillop supporters shirt please complete the slip below and return to the office with money 
enclosed. 

 

 
 
 

Name:   __________________________ 
 

I would like to purchase a MacKillop supporter’s shirt and have enclosed $35. 
 
 
Size:  (Please Circle) 

 
Men’s    S   M L XL XXL XXL  XXXL  XXXXL XXXXXL 
Youth    4 6 8 10 12 14 16 
Ladies   8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 
 

 
 

Signed:  ______________________ 
  

 

 

 
 

 



 


